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or otherwise for vegetation growth   the classification is a
useful basis on which the natural regions of the world includ
mg the Pacific can be broadly determined
The climates of the various regions of the Pacific basin
will be discussed in detail in the chapters on natural regions
At present we can notice the influence of certain general
factors only
1    The influence of distance from the sea
The modifying influence of the sea upon temperature has
already been mentioned In this connection we can distinguish
three mam climatic types
i Oceanic climate This is marked by moderate tempera
tures high humidity heavy rainfall and much wind There
is a relatively small variation between summer and winter
and between day and night temperatures in fact so small
in some islands that the stimulus of weather changes is
lacking
n Continental climate is different from oceanic climate
in every respect Instead of a range of less than 10 F
between the mean of the hottest and coldest months we
get a range three or four times as great In the interior
the range may be from a minimum somewhere below zero
to 70 F
in Coastal climates as the name implies are a transition
type between oceanic and continental and the farther from
the seaboard the less is the oceanic effect felt Mountain
ranges along the coast in fact often confine the coastal
type to a mere coastal ribbon Wind direction and the
grain of the country therefore determine how far inland
the manne influence is felt Where the prevailing winds
are mostly on shore as on the west coasts of continents in
the westerly wind belt the chsnate is markedly oceanic Imt